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ENERGY & RESOURCES MEETING 

 
MEETING NOTES 

3rd June 1016 
13:00 – 15:30 

Whitelee Wind Farm - Moor Road, Eaglesham, East Renfrewshire, G76 0QQ 
 

 

Attendance 
Robert Gray (Chair) Aberdeenshire   RG 

David Suttie  Dumfries and Galloway  DS 

David Mudie  Highland   DM 

Hugh Barron  Scottish Government  HB 

Phillip Rayson  Scottish Government  PR 

Campbell Gerrard Scottish Government  GC 

Alan Farquhar  SEPA    AF 

Brendan Turvey  SNH    BT 

David Mudie  Highland   DM 

Ian Aikman  Scottish Borders  IA 

David Moore  Argyll and Bute   DM2 

Gordon Cameron South Lanarkshire  GC 

Trevor Moffat  Improvement Service  TM 

 

Also present 

John Alexander  Scottish Power Renewables 

Anne MacKenzie Scottish Power Renewables 

 

Apologies: 

Frances Pacitti  Energy and Consents  FP 

Craig Iles  East Ayrshire   CI 

Martin McGroarty Fife    MM 

John Milne  Falkirk    JM 

Keith Bray  CneS    KB 

Tony Irving  West Lothian    TI 

Fiona Mullen  Orkney    FM 
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1. Scottish Power Renewables 
The sub-committee were presented to by John Alexander (Director) and Anne MacKenzie (Aviation 
Manager) of Scottish Renewables. Copies of their presentations will be uploaded to the Knowledge 
Hub. 
 
 

 
2. Minutes of last meeting 

 
DS will be meeting with Professor Russell Griggs on the 7th of June 2016 
 

 
3. SEPA 

 
AF discussed the Planning Guidance on district heating, energy and feasibility produced by the Scottish 
Cities Alliance. Developers are not currently using district heating schemes due to the arrangements 
not being fiscally viable. It was noted that there is no rural equivalent of the SCA looking at this. 
 
HB stated that the British Geological Society have recently carried out feasibility studies, the second 
stage of which will be looking at investor ready funding. 
 
Action: Hugh Muschamp of Resource Efficient Solutions will be invited to attend the next meeting 
 

 
4. SNH 

 
Current work: 

i. Map of carbon soils and deep heat due 29th June 2016 
ii. Wind farm visualisation reports due to be completed shortly further review will be 

undertaken in July 
iii. Habitat management plans was published in March 
iv. Deer assessment was published in March 
v. Wild land assessment is still under consultation 

vi. A sharing good practice event on repowering will be held on the 7th of November 2016 
 
Action: Volunteers to speak at the repowering event should contact BT 
 
It was noted that the Landscape Institute Scotland are currently not in agreement over the 
Windfarm Visualisation recommendations.  
 

 
5. Wind Turbine Non-Material Variations 

 
FM is working on the paper for the sub-committee. 
 
Action: TM to recirculate a request for information 
 

 
 
 

http://www.snh.gov.uk/docs/A1187633.pdf
http://www.snh.gov.uk/docs/A1893895.pdf
http://www.snh.gov.uk/docs/A1355553.pdf
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6. Net Economic Benefit 

 
Chris Norman (Chair, Development Management) produced a response on behalf of HOPS on the 
Draft Guidance of Net Economic Benefit, this can be found here. The draft paper guidance can be 
found here.  
 
Example 6, pg. 13 of the guidance was seen as unclear and could be open to interpretation from 
developers.   
 
Clarity was wanted on when additional turbines could be added to an application when it was 
considered community owned and how to measure long term financial benefit of these if it is to 
become a material consideration.  DS noted that there was a disconnect in the terms used of 
community benefit and community ownership as they are described in previous Scottish 
Government papers such as the guidance of Scottish Government Good Practice Principles for 
Community Benefits from Onshore Renewable Energy Developments, available here. 
 
Action: RG will write separately to the Scottish Government 
 
 

 
7. Applications under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 – Model Conditions 

The current document can be found here. 
 
DS is meeting with FP on the 24th of June. No fundamental changes are expected to the document. If 
required a survey will be sent to all authorities. 
 

 
8. Position Statement on the Operation of Financial Mechanisms to Secure Decommissioning, 

Restoration and Aftercare of Development Sites 
The current document can be found here. 
 
CG received a letter from Scottish Renewables on the calculation of bonds and sees the revision of 
this document as a method to improve this. John McNairney has indicated that industry involvement 
would be beneficial. 
 
IA will reform the group to update the document. PR recommended the addition of appendices on 
how to calculate, monitor and insure.  
 
A draft of the updated paper will be circulated in advance of the September E&R meeting and the 
Coal and Minerals forum training on the subject. A final version is due to be released by November 
2016. 
 

 
7. Unconventional Oil and Gas 
COSLA have circulated a briefing  
 
The Monitorium on fracking is currently ongoing. MSP’s voted in favour of a fracking ban, 32 to 29 in 
favour, with SNP members abstaining from the vote.  It was noted that this did not include coal 
degasification. This item will be kept on the agenda.  

https://hopscotland.files.wordpress.com/2013/02/heads-of-planning-scotland-response-to-the-draft-advice-on-net-ecomonic-benefit.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/Resource/0049/00498008.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/resource/0043/00438782.pdf
https://hopscotland.files.wordpress.com/2014/08/hops-models-conditions-for-applications-under-section-36-of-the-electricity-act-1989-revised-14-12-151.pdf
https://hopscotland.files.wordpress.com/2014/08/hops-6-7-15-position-statement-on-bonds-with-appendices2.pdf
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DS will meet with volunteers from local authorities to discuss the production of a HOPS best practice 
paper. 
 

 
9. Planning Review 

To be discussed further at the HOPS conference, points noted which affect the sub-committee: 

 Removal of the SDPA 

 Lack of detail covering large scale infrastructure projects 

 Planning permission in principle and simplified planning zones.  

 The move for greater engagement between community and spatial planning 
 
 
 

 
10. AOB 

IA received an onsite demonstration of the Linknode VentusAR software. While the software proved 
to be useful it would be difficult for a single authority to justify the cost. The Windfarm Visualisation 
Group will look into this at their next meeting to discuss options such as a shared service. 
Action: BT to report back after next meeting. 
 
Professor Stuart Hazeldean (Edinburgh University) will be invited to a future meeting to discuss 
carbon capture and storage. 
 
Next meeting 13:00 on 16th September 2016, Perth 


