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ENERGY AND RESOURCES SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING 

Meeting note 

11th December 2015 

Atlantic Quay, Glasgow 

 

Attendance 
Robert Gray (Chair) Aberdeenshire   RG 

David Suttie  Dumfries and Galloway  DS 

Alan Farquharson SEPA    AF 

Alan Hughes  SG Energy and Consents  AH 

Debbie Harper  SG Energy and Consents  DH 

Derek Manson  SNH    RM 

Gordon Cameron South Lanarkshire  GC 

David Love  Argyll and Bute   DL 

Trevor Moffat  Improvement Service  TM 

 

Teleconference 

David Mudie  Highland   DM 

Martin McGroarty Fife    MM 

Fiona Mullen  Orkney    FM 

 

Apologies: 

Craig Iles  East Ayrshire   CI 

Peter Strachan  Robert Gordon University PS 

Graham Marchbank  Scottish Government  GM 

Hugh Barron  Scottish Government  HB 

Phillip Rayson  Scottish Government  PR 

John Milne  Falkirk    JM 

Keith Bray  CneS    KB 

Tony Irving  West Lothian    TI 

Ian Aikman  Scottish Borders  IA 

Brendan Turvey  SNH    BT 

 

 

 

 
1. Minutes of last meeting 

The minutes of the last meeting were agreed upon. 

 

DM is producing a paper on wind turbine micro siting 

 

Wind farm mapping examples 

Action: RG to forward Aberdeenshire Wind Farm mapping 

 

M.O.D. issues including wind turbine effects on radar 
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Action: Members to forward questions relating to the wind turbine effects on radar and other 

issues they wish to raise with  the M.O.D. to TM in advance of the next meeting 

 

Peter Strachan (Robert Gordon University and Scottish Government Advisor on Renewables) passed 

on his apologies for not being able to attend this meeting. 

Action: TM to invite Peter Strachan to a future meeting 

 

2. Scottish Government Update 
GM provided a written update. 

HOPS ER 11 Dec 
2015 SG written report (3).pdf

 

 

 
3. SEPA Update 

No update to be made 

 

4. SNH Update 
AF presented to the sub-committee  

Guidance to be released in early 2016 

 Carbon and heat mapping 

 Landscape and cumulative effects 

 Wind farm 

Guidance is being worked on Repowering, thanks for HoPS involvement in this. A monitoring and 

enforcement paper will follow this. 

 

 

 
5. Planning Review 

Steve Rogers will be presenting evidence to the panel in February 2016 on behalf of HOPS, Robert 

Gray (Vice Chair) and David Leslie (Performance and Practice) have been requested to accompany 

him.  A copy of the feedback provided to the panel can be found on the HoPS website. 

Action: Any further comments should be forwarded to RG and TM for consideration 

DH is attending a session by Scottish Renewables on Onshore Wind on Wednesday 16th December.  

The planning review is one of their agenda items. To be discussed is the next phase for onshore wind 

including repowering/refurbishing/replanting. There is pressure from developers to streamline the 

consent and EIA process. 

https://hopscotland.files.wordpress.com/2013/03/heads-of-planning-scotland-response-to-the-independant-review-of-planning-30-11-15.pdf
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Action: DH will update the sub-committee 

For note the HoPS Development Management sub-committee will be compiling a list of additional 

topics for the chair to review. 

It was commented that a full scale root and branch review may not be needed, many of the 

recommendations from HoPS advise tweaks to the current system. 

AF recommended reading the Glasgow University papers on land release. These can be found here. 

 

6. Wind Turbine 
a. ARUP Sound Lab 

The visit to the ARUP sound lab showed the practical uses of sound modelling for wind turbines. The 

sound lab can be mobilised for public consultations and has previously been used in this manner for 

the HS2 and other EIA consultation. 

It was suggested that this sound modelling could be merged with the ARUP landscape visuals team 

or the Hutton Institute visual modelling to create a much more accurate virtual representation. 

It was noted that the demonstration would be very useful to other groups including environmental 

health and community planning staff or lobbying groups. The Glasgow lab may be able to cater to 

this at present. 

The Scottish Government has planned training on noise for local authority planners. This will be led 

by Linda Storey. DH can liaise with her if there are any specific training items that would be useful to 

cover. DS stated that the cumulative impact of large wind farms are the major issue concerning local 

authorities. 

Approximate costing for the services and other information can be found in the Q+A document 

attached. 

Soundlab Q+A.pdf

 

An overview of the sound lab can be found in the attached document. 

Arup_Soundlab_&_S
oundLab_Lite.pdf

 

b. NMV 

Wind Turbine Non-Material Variation document started by Andrew Marshall at Orkney will be 

completed by FM. 

Action: TM will send a survey and collate results to be put into a guidance document by FM 

 

http://policyscotland.gla.ac.uk/urban-land-reform/
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c. Repowering 

 

The SNH steering group will meet on the 14th December 

 

Discussion will include the following: 

 Applications for extensions greater than the 25 year period 

 Amendments to existing applications 

 Take away existing structures and repowering the site 

 Strategic approach to large scale farms 

 The possibility of facilitating the development/redevelopment of a few large 

scale ‘strategically important’ windfarms  

 Joint Agency working approach  

 How small and medium farms are addressed through the planning system 

 

DH is drafting a SG policy paper on onshore wind – the Next Phase, not currently ready for 

consultation but the sub-committee will be updated when it is. One of the key points is that some 

turbines are not performing as imagined and developers may want to consider development before 

the 25 year time period elapses. The validity of the 25 year ‘temporary consent’ was also 

questioned. 

 

The Scottish Energy Strategy preliminary work will begin in early 2016. This will last to at least the 

end of 2016 and will be considering Heat, Electricity, Renewables and Transport. One of the major 

things to be considered are sites of potential national development which will be in NPF4 

 

Actions: HoPS will be invited to take part in a working group. 

DS will represent the sub-committee on the Scottish Energy Strategy. 

 

7. MOD Issues including RADAR 
 

All 34 authorities will be sent an email asking for issue which HoPS would like to discuss with the 

MOD. 

Action: On receipt of responses TM and RG will draft an email to the MOD 

 

8. Unconventional Oil and Gas 
 

JM provided a short email update 

“Falkirk Council has met with the consultant (Dr Colin Ramsay) and representatives from 

SEPA, HSE and our own Environmental Protection Unit. We are currently compiling a 

document listing the various potential  consequences on Unconventional Gas development 

(spillage of hydraulic fracturing fluids on site, noise, traffic, etc) and assigning responsibility 

of these incidents to the relevant regulator. 

Hopefully, this should give clarification to members of the public, but also identifies "gaps" 

where smaller applications (e.g. investigative boreholes) are not accompanied by extensive 

information. 
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We also hope to have a short summary of the legislative background to Planning's role in 

such development (Planning Authority and Mineral Authority, MEW's Regs, etc) which we are 

currently drafting.” 

 

 

 

The sub-committee noted that they would like to produce an information document for 

unconventional oil and gas applications. The aim will be to produce a paper by the end of 2016. A 

short term working group was proposed and the following authorities would be invited to take part: 

North Lanarkshire, East Ayrshire, Dumfries and Galloway, Falkirk, Stirling, Clackmannanshire, Perth 

and Kinross, Fife, West Lothian, East Dunbartonshire and Glasgow as well as SEPA. 

Action: RG and TM to draft an invitation email to the stated authorities. 

 

 

9. HOPS/IS – Coal and Minerals Funding 
The Improvement Service have produced a draft paper on governance models and a training outline. 

These have been circulated to the project steering group for comments. 

Action: TM to provide update once consultation with the steering group is completed 

 

10. OFGEM Consultation on Electricity Transmission 
AF attended the workshop. 

 

Ironside Farrah have produced a substantial document for the consultation. A presentation and 

notes from the workshop are attached below. 

` 

OFGEM Workshop - 
EIA & Consenting Presentation ISSUE.pdf

OFGEM Workshop - 
EIA and Consenting Note of Meeting ISSUE.pdf

 
 

Issues to be considered: 

 Comments on this consultation have to be returned by the 11th of January 2016 

 The first tender is likely to be made in early 2017 

 How this ties into Section 37 consents will be down to discussion with the DECC and OFGEM 

 There are 2 types of scenario offered 

 Early CATO which considers the build corridor but  

 Late CATO 

 Both options mean that there could be multiple ownership  

 

AF has forwarded a draft response to the consultation on behalf of the E&R sub-committee 

Action: Any additional comments should be forwarded to TM and AF 

OFGEM - Extending 
competition in electricity transmission (E&R Response).docx
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11. Energy and Resources Matters for 2016 
RG has accepted the position of Vice Chair of the HOPS Executive committee. This means that a 

volunteer would be welcomed to chair the E&R sub-committee. 

 

Issues to cover in 2016: 

 Unconventional Oil and Gas 

 Minerals and Coal training 

 Strategy on Energy 

  Scottish Government advisors such as Peter Strachan (RGU) will be invited to attend 

the meeting 

 Energy storage  

 Repowering 

 Heat Mapping – Michael Westwater (Scottish Government) may be invited back to 

provide an update. 

 Amplitude modulation – consistency across authorities would be useful. This will be a 

workstream in 2016 

 Planning review 

 

 

12. AOB 
Meetings will be arranged quarterly in 2016. Friday mornings and Perth were considered the best 

option going forward. Members should contact TM with any comments. 

 

A visit to the Whitelee wind farm will be arranged for the May 2016 meeting. 

Action: TM and DH to organise 

 

The sub-committee would like to thank Graham Marchbank for his contribution 


