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ENERGY AND RESOURCES SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING 

Minutes of meeting 

12th December 2014 

Room 12, Pullar House, 35 Kinnoull St, Perth PH1 5GD 

 

Attending: 
Robert Gray (Chair) Aberdeenshire   RG 

David Suttie  Dumfries and Galloway  DS 

Ian Aikman  Scottish Borders  IA 

Brendan Turvey  SNH    BT 

Alan Farquhar   SEPA    AF 

Frances Pacitti  Scottish Government  FP 

Gordon Cameron South Lanarkshire  GC 

David Mudie  Highland   DM 

Trevor Moffat  Improvement Service  TM 

 

Via teleconference: 

Keith Bray  CnES    KB 

Andrew Marshall Shetland   AM 

 

Apologies: 

Graham Marchbank, David Love, Bernard Darroch, Tony Irving and Emma Hay 

 

 
1. Minutes of last meeting 

Comments will be covered in subsequent items.  

 

 

2. Update from SNH 

They have recently carried out research into Wind Farm Visualisations and received 61 responses 

including many from local authorities. The analysis will be carried out between now and the end of 

January with feedback due to be provided by March 2015.  

Action: BT will contact Graham Marchbank about any overlap in the work carried out by his 

working group 

 

A consultation on Hydroelectric schemes is currently being undertaken due to the increased activity. 

The consultation is due to end in January 2015 with the aim of producing new guidance to keep in 

line with the current SPP. 

 

A graduate carried out a piece of work on Wind Farm Enforcement during the summer. This research 

covered 10 hydro and 10 wind farm sites and looked into examples of enforcement and developer 

delivery. 

Action: BT will recirculate paper on Wind Farm Enforcement from SNH 

Action: Agenda item on Enforcement activities at next ERSC 
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SNH will be running a sharing good practice event in March 2015. One of the key themes will be 

enforcement and planning conditions especially looking into habitat management.  

 

3. Update from SEPA 

With the Energy and Consents unit they are working on an Online Carbon Assessment Tool due to be 

completed by the end of March 2015. The aim of this is to provide a more straightforward to use 

tool which will speed up the consultation process. 

A Decommissioning Group led by Carol McGuinness is due to meet in February 2015 they will be 

issuing a statement in the new year. 

Development Planning guidance aimed at SEPA staff will be produced in January 2015. This will 

include guidance on district heating and the zero waste policy amongst others. Separate advice for 

local authorities and developers will follow. SEPA are also updating their website to make this advice 

easier to locate. 

Currently running a pilot map search tools for wind farm developments for use by both planning 

authorities and developers. Alan Hughes and Michael Westwater are assisting. This will be consistent 

with SEWeb overlay maps. Aberdeenshire and the Scottish Borders have independently carried out 

similar work. Marine Scotland are also producing overlay maps. It was stated that it would be useful 

to join all of this work together.  

Action: FP to contact Marine Scotland 

Action: RG to send link of Aberdeenshire work to ERSC 

 

 

4. Heat Mapping 

Clydeplan are in the early stages of producing heat mapping. It would be useful to share local 

authority good practice guides. 

Action: An item on Heat Mapping will be added to the sub-committee remit. 

 

5. Carbon Emissions 

IA mentioned that carbon calculations dealing with wind farms may now fall to the local authority. 

There was discussion on the need for detailed calculations for each application. 

There is SG guidance for carbon calculations, available here. 

AF stated there was no one presently at SEPA currently working on the Carbon Payback Period. 

Action: AF to circulate SEPA’s previous work to the ERSC 

 

 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Business-Industry/Energy/Energy-sources/19185/17852-1/CSavings
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6. Section 36 

The working group have produced an example set of standard conditions coinciding with the 

Scottish Energy and Consents work. DS stated that this is likely to be an evolving document and that 

the E&R committee should carry out a refresh of it every financial year. In addition to HoPS it would 

be useful if the document was approved and badged by the DPEA and the SG Energy and Consents 

Unit. 

 

Action: TM to circulate the updated version to local authorities for additional comment.  

Action: Once yearly item on the ERSC agenda 

 

 

7. Bonds 

The working group provided an initial draft of a “Position Statement on the Operation of Financial 

Mechanisms to Secure Decommissioning, Restoration and Aftercare of Development Sites”  to 

provide clear best practice advice  to assist practitioners. 

 

Action: GC will circulate to the sub-committee work a consultant has carried out creating baseline 

figures that will trigger bonds. 

Action: IA will circulate the updated document to the ERSC for comments then to all local 

authorities. 

Action: RG and FP to contact Lindsey Nicoll (DPEA Chief Reporter) and John McNairney (SG Chief 

Planner). Lindsey Nicoll will also be invited to the next ERSC meeting. 

 

 

8. RIAG Update 

Chris Norman is currently attending the RIAG meeting on behalf of HoPS. It was agreed that this 

should be taken over by a member of the ERSC. 

Action: Volunteer required to represent the ERSC at the RIAG meeting. RG will attend in the 

interim. 

 

RIAG currently have recently set up 2 Repowering focussed workgroups covering Planning and Grid. 

These are led by Jeremy Sainsbury and Joss Blamire. The first meetings of these groups will be held 

later in December to define their purpose. 

Action: FP to feedback to the ERSC 

 

Update from SNH on Repowering: 

“One site (Spurness on Orkney) has already been repowered.  Several more (such as Tangy on 

Kintyre) are in the the early stages of EIA and pre app to repower existing sites. 

 

A lot of the older sites have very small and inefficient turbines compared to those available on the 

market today.  It seems likely that a lot of these older sites will therefore be repowered well before 

the end of the 25 year consent for economic reasons alone.  In some cases (such as Spurness) 

turbines are being replaced because parts are no longer available, or because the turbines are 
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wearing out sooner than anticipated, and it makes better economic sense to repower them rather 

than try to keep them running. 

 

So just a word of caution, that we should anticipate applications for re powering sooner than some 

might expect, and we are involved in several already.” 

Action: DM to pass on data from Highlands 

 

9. Scottish Government Energy and Consents 

Section 36 review is now concluded. There will now be a focus on the pre-app and scoping process 

to improve quality; and pro-active engagement with consultees (inc. local authorities). They will also 

be encouraging the use of processing agreements to define sensible timescales.  

Evidence received so far from local authorities has been mostly anecdotal but suggests that fees are 

too low. Broadly speaking it would equate to top end planning fees plus an additional third for the 

Scottish Government fee. 

Going forward for the Energy and consents unit there will be a team upscale and restructure. They 

also plan to allocate recurring issues to specific case officers to build up experience. 

The Energy and consents website will updated in 2 phases. March will see increase transparency and 

accessibility. Summer will see applications; objections and responses move online to stay in the 

same format as local authorities handle applications. 

There has been a change in the EU data protection directive. DS noted that the DMSC already are 

working with the Scottish Information Commissioner. 

Action: An item about FOI will be added to the agenda for the next meeting. 

 

10. Minerals Training 

Emma Hay provided a short update about possible training events in the new year. RG stated that 

the ERSC a keen to support this going forward and staff experienced in this field is becoming a 

national issue. 

 

11. Onshore Wind Targets 

An email was received by HoPS from Borders Network of Conservation Groups regarding the targets 

of onshore wind energy being met. This was circulated to the sub-committee for information. FP 

mentioned that the targets should not be seen as a cap, and that what has been consented is often 

not developed or generated. 

 

12. Information Requests 

Recent requests were sent to all local authorities on: 

• Non Material Variations on Wind Turbines 

• Policy on Turbine effect on Radar 
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• Cumulative Noise Calculations 

 

Action: RG and TM to meet before the next meeting to discuss how to take this information 

forward and the potential of creating a circulation list of staff involved in energy consents. 

 

13. 3d Visualisation for Onshore Wind 

David Miller of the James Hutton Institute, presented 3d visualisation software which can be used 

for onshore wind developments.  

 


