
   
DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING 

14:00 – 16:00 

Thursday 5th May 2016 

Conference Room, 231 George St, Glasgow, G1 1RX 
 

Attended: 
Chris Norman  West Lothian  CN 
Nancy Jamieson  City of Edinburgh NJ 
Alan Gueldner  Scottish Borders  AG 
Ian Dryden  Falkirk   ID1 
Ian Duguid  Clackmannanshire ID2 
Nick Brian  Perth and Kinross NB 
David Suttie  Dumfries and Galloway DS 
Joyce Learmouth Midlothian  JL 
David Bryce  Renfrewshire  DB 
David McDowall East Ayrshire  DMcD 
Ken Clark  Glasgow  KC 
Graham Shankland East Renfrewshire GS 
Ian McFarlane  East Lothian  IMcF 
Julie Gray  LLTNPA   JG 
Trevor Moffat  Improvement Service TM 
 
Teleconference: 
Beverly Smith  Moray   BS 
Morag Ferguson CNES   MF 

 

Apologies: 

Nicola Drumond  Highland  ND 
Ed Taylor  Angus   ET 
Jim Miller  North Ayrshire  JM 
Fiona Mullen   Orkney   FM 
Peter Arnsdorf  Midlothian  PA 
Jay Dawson  Stirling   JD 

Mairi Stewart  Aberdeenshire  MS 

Karen McChesney West Dunbartonshire KMcC 

Alastair Hamilton Fife   AH 

Jane Shepherd  Cairngorms  JS 

John Hayward  Scottish Borders JH 

Paul Macari  Dundee City  PM 

Daniel Lewis   Aberdeen City   DL 

Keith Bathgate  West Dunbartonshire KB 

Cara Davidson  Scottish Government CD 

Nick McLaren  Inverclyde  NMcL 

Ross McLaughlin Argyll and Bute  RM 

Les Stevenson  North Lanarkshire LS 



   
  

1. Minutes of last meeting 
Minutes of the last meeting were agreed. 
 
Police Scotland has now been in contact with all authorities for assisting with Project Contran. They 
will shortly provide an update and thanks to all involved. 
 

2. Scottish Government Update 
CN presented the Scottish Government update on behalf of Cara Davidson. A copy of the SG 

Development Management update can be found here. 

 

Enforcement charters now are to be sent to the Scottish ministers. This was a change from previous 
submissions. Dumfries and Galloway noted that their charter has recently been sent and it received 
a review and comments. 
 
All authorities present noted that their scheme of delegation has been reviewed and updated. 
 
The HOPS Executive committee has invited SCOTS, Homes for Scotland and the Scottish Property 
Federation to meet in order to discuss the process of aligning consents. Falkirk noted they have had 
some progress with aligning consents including a weekly catch-up between teams. Perth and Kinross 
noted that they have had a reporter refuse an appealed case due to it not meeting national 
standards. # 
 
Action: A DMSC representative will be sought once meeting details with SCOTS, HfS and the SPF 
are confirmed. 
 
SAQP closing date is 20th May. 
 

3. Scottish Water 
There has been concern at the lack of contact most local authorities have with Scottish Water.  

Discussion is required on the adoption of SUDS ponds and contact with Scottish Water as a statutory 

consultee. Issues to be raised: 

- A central standard on what is submitted by the developers for SUDS ponds 

- Stewardship of SUDS ponds – especially when ownership is passed on to the public 

- How enforcement should be addressed 

Action: TM to request Claire Hammill or another appropriate contact attends the next meeting on 

the 19th of August. 

 

Action: The DMSC will draft a letter to Scottish Water in advance of the next meeting. 

 

4. Enforcement Officers Forum 
A copy of the Enforcement Manual was circulated after the last meeting. They are still welcoming 
comments on this. A copy of this can be found on the Knowledge Hub. Further work is being done on 
the manual to cover a wider range of issues; the draft linked above was seen to focus on reporting to 
the fiscal. 
 
Emma Hay will be leading from the Improvement Service on enforcement training. The forum is 
currently discussing training requirements. 

https://khub.net/group/headsofplanningscotlandmembersforum/library?p_p_id=20&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column-1&p_p_col_count=1&_20_struts_action=%2Fdocument_library%2Fview_file_entry&_20_redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fkhub.net%2Fgroup%2Fheadsofplanningscotlandmembersforum%2Flibrary%3Fp_p_id%3D20%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3Dcolumn-1%26p_p_col_count%3D1%26_20_redirect%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fkhub.net%252Fgroup%252Fheadsofplanningscotlandmembersforum%252Flibrary%253Fp_p_id%253D20%2526p_p_lifecycle%253D0%2526p_p_state%253Dnormal%2526p_p_mode%253Dview%2526p_p_col_id%253Dcolumn-1%2526p_p_col_count%253D1%2526_20_redirect%253Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Fkhub.net%25252Fgroup%25252Fheadsofplanningscotlandmembersforum%25252Flibrary%25253Fp_p_id%25253D20%252526p_p_lifecycle%25253D0%252526p_p_state%25253Dnormal%252526p_p_mode%25253Dview%252526p_p_col_id%25253Dcolumn-1%252526p_p_col_count%25253D1%2526_20_struts_action%253D%25252Fdocument_library%25252Fview%2526_20_f
https://khub.net/documents/6748850/10761928/Scottish+Planning+Enforcement+Manual+September+2015.pdf/85e6b814-39ac-4671-a0ce-2cab4bb694d0?version=1.1&download=true


   
Action: TM will contact all authorities when further information is available. 
 
Scottish Borders have recently tweaked the enforcement register on their website. This displays a 
case reference and a brief description of the case.  Edinburgh noted they publish information online 
only when a notice has been served. 
 
 

5. 5. Draft Guidance on Net Economic Benefit and Planning  

The sub-committee has been asked to respond on behalf of HOPS. Issues noted: 

- A framework for these decisions would be welcomed. 

- Reliance on expertise in economic development which planning staff do not have 

 Possible conflict of interests if the authority was to use in house specialists 

 Extra burden of cost on the planning service if external experts are to be used 

 Could fees to the developer be used to cover the process 

- It could work if given a screening process like EIA 

- No differentiation between application types.  This should only be considering major 

applications and only when they differentiate form the development plan 

- Requires guidance on what to do if the application requires commercial confidentiality  

 
The guidance refers to the HM Treasury Green Book. 
 
Action: CN will draft a letter week beginning 9th May for comments and additions 
 

6. Validation Standards Document 

East Ayrshire is looking to trial the document; due to meet with architects shortly.  
 

7. Planning Skills Training 
Training on the production of committee and handling reports would be much welcomed. It was 
noted that any sort of standardisation even across teams can be difficult. 
 
Action: Authorities to send a sample committee and handling report to TM 
 
SEPA are working with the Improvement Service to produce training on: 

- Flooding 
- Radioactive Contaminated Land 

 
It was questioned whether an event looking at Contaminated Land in general with a section 
focussing on this specialism would get greater buy in. Only a small section of authorities are affected 
by radioactive issues. 
 
A series of events looking at project managing development managementmajor applications will 
begin in June. EH will be in contact to request speakers in due course.   
 

8. AOB 
PPF5  
Guidance was issued to all heads of service earlier this year. The PPF reports are due for submission 
on the 29th July 2016. 
Action: TM will recirculate guidance 
 

Comment [nj1]: Did we not discuss the 
guidance should come from Scottish 
Government? 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/220541/green_book_complete.pdf


   
Double deemed refusals. Very few cases. Immediate referral to DPEA if 3 month timescale for review 
not met. 
 
Section 75 tracking 
Most authorities present are using the UNIFORM module on compliance monitoring. CN and ID will 
meet independently to discuss. 
 
Advert regulations 
It was noted that these regulations were dated and require updating. The Scottish Government have 
previous noted that they will look into this. Issues arising for this include the structures used for 
adverts (especially on roadside cases) being acceptable because the advertising was. It was noted 
that there were special regulations in place during the Commonwealth Games and Ryder Cup. 
Additionally Edinburgh stated that section 50 of the licensing can be used to charge for adverts as 
the council is doing a service. 
Action: The sub-committee will write a letter to the Scottish Government  
 
Section 50 Planning Certificates for Licensing applications 
 
Edinburgh asked what legislation allows authorities to charge for these. Licensing  fees on basis that 
Council is providing a service. 
 
SPSO 
Jim Grant will be representing HOPS at the SPSO sounding board which is due to meet on the 9th of 
June. Dumfries and Galloway noted one case which escalated beyond the original written apology 
due to SPSO involvement.  
Action: Any additional issues are to be raised on the KHUB  
 
Student housing and car parking 
The Western Isles wished to know if any authorities had agreements or conditions in place to limit 
the number of residents in a student accommodation block to those with no cars. 
Action: Comments should be answered via the KHUB 
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https://khub.net/group/headsofplanningscotlandmembersforum/forum/-/message_boards/message/19865198
https://khub.net/group/headsofplanningscotlandmembersforum/forum/-/message_boards/message/19853983

