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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING NOTE 

 
20th May 2016 
13:00 – 16:00 

Pullar House, 35 Kinnoull St, Perth, PH1 5GD 
 

 

Attendance 

Robert Gray   Aberdeenshire Council  RG 

David Leslie  City of Edinburgh Council DRL  

David Littlejohn  Perth and Kinross Council DL 

Brian Frater  Scottish Borders Council  BF 

Iain McDiarmid  Shetland Islands Council IMcD 

Pam Ewen  Fife Council   PE 

Gillian Dick  Glasgow City Council   GD 

Jane O’Donnell  COSLA    JO 

Emma Hay   Improvement Service  EH 

Trevor Moffat  Improvement Service  TM 

 

Teleconference 

Fraser Carlin  Renfrewshire Council  FC 

 

Apologies 

Steve Rogers  Dumfries and Galloway Council SR 

Angus Gilmour  Argyll and Bute Council  AG 

Stuart Tait  Clydeplan   ST 

Forbes Barron  Glasgow City Council   FB 

Jim Miller  North Ayrshire   JM 

Shirley Linton  North Lanarkshire  SL 

Malcolm MacLeod Highland   MM 

Criag McLaren  RTPI    CMcL 
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1. Minutes of last meeting 

 

No issues were raised. 

 

 

2. Development Planning Sub-committee 

 

Peter Marshall will be reporting back on the Housing Delivery Plan at the next meeting.  

 

The community empowerment bill has been added as a standing item to the sub-committee agenda. 

 

There have been proposed changes to the membership of the sub-committee. The sub-committee 

currently has meetings floating around the country and it was noted that some locations have a much 

poorer attendance. The proposed change involves the sub-committee having a fix core membership 

who will attend all of the meetings and invitations to be sent to nearby authorities. It is hoped that 

this change will be more inclusive to all authorities, will provide a much larger pool of members to 

contribute to work and allow current members to remain. 

 

 

3. Development Management Sub-committee 

 

Current issues: 

 Validation standards are currently being trialled by East Ayrshire Council 

 Work with Police Scotland removing sensitive information from planning portals has now been 

completed 

 Continued liaison with the Enforcement officers forum, they are currently updating their 

handbook 

  

 Advert regulations not being fit for purpose was discussed and a letter will be written to the 

Scottish Government 

 

The sub-committee will be inviting Scottish Water to the next meeting to discuss adoption of SUDS 

ponds and enforcement matters. There is concern at the lack of consultation response from Scottish 

Water. 

 

Further discussion is wanted with the SPSO regarding the inconsistency of interpretation of cases. 

Action: TM to gather examples of ombudsman’s cases from local authorities  

 

CN intends to stay on as chair after the AGM. It was noted that due to the size of the sub-committee it 

may benefit from having a second vice chair. 
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4. Performance and Practice Sub-committee 

 

PP5 guidance was issued. There was further discussion on the way the benchmarking meetings was 

discussed.  

 

The Scottish Government still provide the RAG review of the key markers. There was a mixed response 

to the peer review process. On the whole it was seen as a positive step providing much better 

feedback. Some pairings did note that they did not  

 

Action: Any authority struggling to make contact with their peer review partner should contact DRL. 

The P&PSC will assist if possible. 

 

EH has been in contact with the Planning Advisory Service (England), they are willing to share 

examples of good practice in service delivery and improvements 

 

 

5. Energy and Resources Sub-committee 

 

David Mudie will be stepping in as Chair after the HOPS AGM. The group is still heavily represented by 

large rural authorities and would welcome additional members. 

 

David Suttie is leading a working group on unconventional oil and gas. COSLA have shared a 

background paper with him to assist with the production of an overview of this sector.  Campbell 

Gemmell is undertaking a study on behalf of the Scottish Government, John Milne (Falkirk) has been 

requested to provide feedback on behalf of HOPS. 

 

GD has shared information on Heat Mapping that the British Geological Survey have been conducting 

with Glasgow City Council, this is available on the Knowledge Hub. 

 

 

6. Working Groups 

 

Notes from the working groups can be found on Knowledge Hub. 

 

Matters arising:  

 The DSO conference highlighted the need for increased scrutiny of what information goes 

onto Building Information Management systems, this ties into work that the DM sub-

committee have completed for Police Scotland’s Project CONTRAN. It was noted that to make 

the information available online standardised direction would need to come from the Scottish 

Government. 

 HOPS do not currently have a dedicated group looking at technology changes, in light of two 

councils; Orkney Islands and Moray purchasing drones to carry out this may need to be 

adapted into one of the existing one of the existing sub-committee structures. 

https://khub.net/group/headsofplanningscotlandmembersforum/library?p_p_id=20&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column-1&p_p_col_count=1&_20_struts_action=%2Fdocument_library%2Fview_file_entry&_20_redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fkhub.net%2Fgroup%2Fheadsofplanningscotlandmembersforum%2Flibrary%3Fp_p_id%3D20%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3Dcolumn-1%26p_p_col_count%3D1%26_20_redirect%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fkhub.net%252Fgroup%252Fheadsofplanningscotlandmembersforum%252Flibrary%253Fp_p_id%253D20%2526p_p_lifecycle%253D0%2526p_p_state%253Dnormal%2526p_p_mode%253Dview%2526_20_entryEnd%253D20%2526_20_displayStyle%253D%2526_20_viewEntries%253D1%2526_20_viewFolders%253Dfalse%2526_20_folderStart%253D0%2526_20_struts_action%253D%25252Fdocument_library%25252Fview%2526_20_folderEnd%253D20%2526_20_entryStart%253D0%2526_20_folderId%253D10761544%26_20_struts_action%3D%252Fdocument_library%252Fview%26_20_folderId%3D19949094&_20_fileEntryId=20087070


 

4 
 

 Noted from European Landscape Convention Scottish Co-ordination group is that SNH and HES 

need to focus on the whole of Scotland rather than just the national park authorities. 

 Private rented sector will come to an end later this year. The context of discussion has 

changed in response to the marketplace, it is no longer just flats being developed for this 

sector and current models delivered in England should be looked at as possible examples. 

 

 

7. AGM 

 

David Littlejohn and Shirley Linton have stated that they will be stepping down at the AGM. EH has 

circulated an email asking for nominations to join the Executive committee. If the number of 

nominations is greater than the two available spaces it will go to a vote at the AGM. 

 

The four sub-committees are to produce their yearly update. 

 

 

8. Financial Statement 

 

Noted and will be discussed in full at the AGM. The statement can be found on Knowledge Hub. 

 

 

9. Planning Review 

 

The date of publication for the planning review has not yet been set. 

 

The new planning minister is Kevin Stewart; he is the former chair of NESTRANS and the COSLA Local 

Government and Regeneration Committee. 

Action: The minister is to be invited to the HOPS conference; if not available a meeting between 

HOPS executive members and the minister will be sought.  

 

 

10. Community Empowerment Act 

 

A paper from EH can be found on the Knowledge Hub.   

 
It was hoped that the review panel recommendations on how this act will be used in relation to 
planning be clear.  A collective briefing on how to address these requests from a HOPS perspective 
would be welcomed. 
Action: The development planning sub-committee will monitor this issue 
 
Consultation is still open on the following documents: 

 Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015 - Community Planning Guidance and 
Regulation- 13th  of June 

 Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015 – Participation Requests: Consultation on Draft 
Regulations – 15th of June 

https://khub.net/group/headsofplanningscotlandmembersforum/library?p_p_id=20&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column-1&p_p_col_count=1&_20_struts_action=%2Fdocument_library%2Fview_file_entry&_20_redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fkhub.net%2Fgroup%2Fheadsofplanningscotlandmembersforum%2Flibrary%3Fp_p_id%3D20%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3Dcolumn-1%26p_p_col_count%3D1%26_20_redirect%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fkhub.net%252Fgroup%252Fheadsofplanningscotlandmembersforum%252Flibrary%253Fp_p_id%253D20%2526p_p_lifecycle%253D0%2526p_p_state%253Dnormal%2526p_p_mode%253Dview%2526p_p_col_id%253Dcolumn-1%2526p_p_col_count%253D1%2526_20_redirect%253Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Fkhub.net%25252Fgroup%25252Fheadsofplanningscotlandmembersforum%25252Flibrary%25253Fp_p_id%25253D20%252526p_p_lifecycle%25253D0%252526p_p_state%25253Dnormal%252526p_p_mode%25253Dview%252526p_p_col_id%25253Dcolumn-1%252526p_p_col_count%25253D1%2526_20_struts_action%253D%25252Fdocument_library%25252Fview%2526_20_f
https://khub.net/group/headsofplanningscotlandmembersforum/library?p_p_id=20&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column-1&p_p_col_count=1&_20_struts_action=%2Fdocument_library%2Fview_file_entry&_20_redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fkhub.net%2Fgroup%2Fheadsofplanningscotlandmembersforum%2Flibrary%3Fp_p_id%3D20%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3Dcolumn-1%26p_p_col_count%3D1%26_20_redirect%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fkhub.net%252Fgroup%252Fheadsofplanningscotlandmembersforum%252Flibrary%253Fp_p_id%253D20%2526p_p_lifecycle%253D0%2526p_p_state%253Dnormal%2526p_p_mode%253Dview%2526p_p_col_id%253Dcolumn-1%2526p_p_col_count%253D1%2526_20_redirect%253Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Fkhub.net%25252Fgroup%25252Fheadsofplanningscotlandmembersforum%25252Flibrary%25253Fp_p_id%25253D20%252526p_p_lifecycle%25253D0%252526p_p_state%25253Dnormal%252526p_p_mode%25253Dview%252526p_p_col_id%25253Dcolumn-1%252526p_p_col_count%25253D1%2526_20_struts_action%253D%25252Fdocument_library%25252Fview%2526_20_f
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11. Aligning Consents 

 

Three pilot studies were carried out in Edinburgh, Aberdeen and Renfrewshire.  There has been varied 

acceptance by developers of this process.  

 

HOPS intend to meet with Homes for Scotland, the RTPI, the Scottish Property Federation and the 

Society of Chief Officers of Transportation in Scotland in June. The pilot authorities will be invited to 

this meeting. 

 

A provisional date has been set for the 17th of June. 

Action: TM to forward meeting arrangements to involved parties 

 

 

12. Response to the Draft Guidance on Housing and Infrastructure 

 

The response to this draft guidance was provided by the development planning sub-committee and 

can be found here. 

 

Many of the issues raised in the response tie into comments from the DVA at the HOPS Executive 

meeting on 26/8/15, the presentation from that meeting can be found here.   

 

 

13. Response to the Draft Guidance on Net Economic Benefit 

 

The response to this draft guidance was provided by the development management sub-committee 

and can be found here.  The RTPI have also provided a detailed response, this can be found here. 

 

In addition to the comments raised in the paper the issue of confidentiality of information was 

discussed when a case goes to committee.  

Action: To be raised at the next Development Management Sub-committee meeting 

 

 

14. RTPI Update 

 

A meeting with the new Minister has been requested. All new MSP’s have been contacted and 

provided a copy of their manifesto. Briefing for MSP’s will also be available on the RTPI website 

following the planning review. 

 

Tina Saaby, Chief City Architect of Copenhagen, will be presenting at the annual Sir Patrick Geddes 

Commemorative lecture. It is proving to be very popular.  

 

https://hopscotland.files.wordpress.com/2013/02/heads-of-planning-scotland-response-to-housing-infrastructure-march-2016.pdf
https://khub.net/group/headsofplanningscotlandmembersforum/library?p_p_id=20&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column-1&p_p_col_count=1&_20_struts_action=%2Fdocument_library%2Fview_file_entry&_20_redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fkhub.net%2Fgroup%2Fheadsofplanningscotlandmembersforum%2Flibrary%3Fp_p_id%3D20%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3Dcolumn-1%26p_p_col_count%3D1%26_20_redirect%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fkhub.net%252Fgroup%252Fheadsofplanningscotlandmembersforum%252Flibrary%253Fp_p_id%253D20%2526p_p_lifecycle%253D0%2526p_p_state%253Dnormal%2526p_p_mode%253Dview%2526p_p_col_id%253Dcolumn-1%2526p_p_col_count%253D1%2526_20_redirect%253Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Fkhub.net%25252Fgroup%25252Fheadsofplanningscotlandmembersforum%25252Flibrary%25253Fp_p_id%25253D20%252526p_p_lifecycle%25253D0%252526p_p_state%25253Dnormal%252526p_p_mode%25253Dview%252526p_p_col_id%25253Dcolumn-1%252526p_p_col_count%25253D1%2526_20_struts_action%253D%25252Fdocument_library%25252Fview%2526_20_f
https://hopscotland.files.wordpress.com/2013/02/heads-of-planning-scotland-response-to-the-draft-advice-on-net-ecomonic-benefit.pdf
https://khub.net/group/headsofplanningscotlandmembersforum/library?p_p_id=20&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_state=normal&p_p_mode=view&p_p_col_id=column-1&p_p_col_count=1&_20_struts_action=%2Fdocument_library%2Fview_file_entry&_20_redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fkhub.net%2Fgroup%2Fheadsofplanningscotlandmembersforum%2Flibrary%3Fp_p_id%3D20%26p_p_lifecycle%3D0%26p_p_state%3Dnormal%26p_p_mode%3Dview%26p_p_col_id%3Dcolumn-1%26p_p_col_count%3D1%26_20_entryEnd%3D20%26_20_displayStyle%3D%26_20_viewEntries%3D1%26_20_viewFolders%3Dfalse%26_20_folderStart%3D0%26_20_struts_action%3D%252Fdocument_library%252Fview%26_20_folderEnd%3D20%26_20_entryStart%3D0%26_20_folderId%3D19949094&_20_fileEntryId=20127941


 

6 
 

At the last Performance and Practise Sub-committee meeting the issues some authorities are having 

recruiting graduates was discussed. The chair of the RTPI Young Planners Forum will be invited to the 

autumn Executive Committee meeting to discuss further. 

Action: TM to make arrangements  

 

They are welcoming thoughts on councillor training. Some authorities require their councillors to go 

through mandatory training; Edinburgh noted that they provide an induction session then refresher 

training when required. EH noted that the Planning Skills programme has previously run elected 

members training, e-learning modules proved to be popular.  

Action: This item is to be taken up by the Performance and Practice Sub-committee 

Action: EH to discuss the running this through the planning skills programme further with CMcL 

 

 

15. Improvement Service 

 

Planning Skills 
Upcoming events: 

 Project managing major and complex applications   27/6/16 

 Environmental impact assessment 

 Enforcement officers training  

 Drafting committee reports 

 Service delivery 
 
A Knowledge Portal (eLibrary) is currently being produced which will act as a repository for links to 
existing information. EH will be contacting A+DS and others to help develop the content. 
 
One authority has pulled out of the contribution to the Planning Skills programme. Government 
funding would be welcomed to support training across all local authorities. 
 
Community Planning 
The key actions identified for progressing this stemmed from out event in February are were: 

 Highlighting the need for strong leadership 

 Joining up engagement processes, and 

 Enabling integration between spatial and community planners. 
 

The event we subsequently ran in April looked specifically at engagement techniques where the two 

areas either do, or have potential to, work together. It also provided another instance of getting the 

two services into the same room and talking with each other. 
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Short term work on progressing the 3 key actions is: 

 Developing the use of the Place Standard Tool for joined up engagement, including an online 
tool, as it lends itself ideally to the two services working together. Meeting with Scottish 
Government to discuss during June. 

 Creation of a web page to disseminate work on forging closer working and linked into the new 
portal for Community Planning Partnerships where CPPs can access support and information. 

 
Medium term work awaits publication of the Planning Review recommendations and will include: 

 A paper to Solace to promote the need for leadership in forging closer links 

 Further meetings and support to local authorities as they progress their Locality Plans. 
 
The Improvement Service will also be responding to the community empowerment act. 
 

 

16. AOB 

 

Strategic Transport Fund 

RG enquired about how the strategic transport fund is used in other authorities. Aberdeenshire have 

an example of a case being taken to the Court of Session. A developer has claimed that case was not 

lawful due to what was seen as a roof tax. Interventions on these claims are likely to create legacy 

cases. It was to be noted that the grant of leave to appeal means that a quashed decision is no longer 

quashed. 

 

What is constituted as a substantial link to contributions was discussed.   Aberdeenshire are looking at 

the Perth and Kinross gravity model which went through both internal and Scottish Government 

lawyers. 

 

Section 75 

CN wanted further information on how section 75 agreements are carried out in other authorities. 

West Lothian Council have moved to a new system and wants to compare the audit trail used for 

section 75. 

Action: A working group of the Development Management Sub-committee will be formed to do 

benchmarking on section 75 arrangements 

Action: DL will share an audit report with West Lothian Council  


