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DEVELOPMENT PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
MINUTE 

1ST May 2013 
10.00am 

Dundee House, Dundee 

 
1 Welcome and apologies 

Apologies were received from Alan Williamson, Claire Milne, Janice Long, John Inman, 

Stephen Hall, Scott Dalgarno, Fergus Murray. 

In attendance: Andrew Maxwell, Bill Lindsay, David Hammond, Gale Beattie, Gillian Dick, 

Gordon Cameron, Iain Jack, Pam Ewen, Stuart Mearns, Nicola Malone, Alison Kirkwood (for 

Edinburgh City Council), Diane MacPherson (VC). 

 
2 Issues arising from last meeting 

- The minutes from the previous meeting were agreed and action points 
followed up. 

- With regards to the Development Planning sub committee work programme, 
this will be reflected in the HoPS Business Plan 2013/14.  Pam will liaise with 
HoPS Chairand ensure the work programme is fed in. 

 
3 Feedback from HoPS Executive Committee meeting 

- Pam summarised what was discussed at the HoPS Executive Committee 
meeting.   

- There was reflection on the Leading for Outcomes programme and this will 
be reviewed primarily by the Performance and Practice sub committee in due 
course. 

- The Executive Committee realise that the Development Planning sub 
committee have a major task in providing a response to the draft SPP and 
NPF3 MIR.   

- HoPS AGM and Conference is only a few weeks away and everyone is 
reminded to book a place.   

- HoPS new website has been launched. 
- A quarterly newsletter will be circulated. 

 
4 HoPS and Key Agencies 

- Pam provided an update on the work relating to  ‘Collaborative Working between 
Planning Authorities and Key Agencies in Development Planning’.  The raw data has 
been circulated within the sub committee. The sub committee considered this was a 
very positive piece of work. 

- The draft report is being prepared and looks at good examples of collaborative 
working with key agencies and planning authorities (development planning) in order 
to share good practice.  The raw data is useful to see examples of community 
engagement techniques. 

- The sub committee recognised that the key agencies are very co-operative and keen 
for collaborative working. 
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- The report is being finalised hopefully to be published after the HoPS AGM. 

 
 
5 SPP and NPF3: Initial discussion 

SPP draft and NPF3 MIR were just published yesterday and some member sof 
the sub committee had looked briefly through. 

SPP 
Initial discussions: 
- It was noted that there has been a significant structural change to the 

document and it reads more as a policy document now. Consideration should 
be given in HoPS response to the level of policy, guidance/background text 
and also whether the policies included are at a national scale. 

- There is also a greater balance between the environment and economy. 
- Placemaking now features as an important aspect, as do town centres and 

their health checks. 
- Most focus is on housing, retail and economic development which are the 

most important topics – there may be scope to shorten some of the less 
important guidance to condense the document. 

- There was discussion about the compartmental structure and whether this is 
the best approach. 

- There could be more discussion around deliverability and infrastructure in 
SPP. 

 
ACTIONS: 

 Alison Kirkwood will circulate the appeal document on a recent appeal 
decision for information. 

 Bill Lindsay and Nicola Malone will create an agenda for the SPP Working 
Group and circulate a draft to this sub committee before finalising it and 
any items are welcome for inclusion. 

 Pam will speak to Chris Norman with regards to DM representation at the 
SPP Working Group. 

 
 NPF3 
 Initial discussions: 

- The NPF3 MIR is welcomed by HoPS. Pam advised the Executive agreed our 
response will not comment on individual national developments. 

- The graphics throughout the document were discussed and this should be 
considered in the response. 

- The structure was discussed and agreed that it is easy for the community to 
engage with the document in the current layout. 

- Considering this is an MIR, there was discussion on the lack of options offered 
in the document.  

- Discussed idea that the SPP structure could be better aligned to the NPF 
structure, although recognising this is an MIR. 

 
 

ACTIONS:  
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 Pam will re-circulate the comments from HoPS at the first stage of SPP and 
NPF3. 

 David Hammond will ask someone in the NPF3 Working Group to focus on 
the SEA aspect. 

 Gale Beattie will report back to the group on the progress of the pilot 
project on infrastructure in Aberdeen City. 

 The sub committee to suggest items for the agenda of the working group 
and communicate these to David Hammond and Nicola Malone. 

 
6 Vice Chair position 

- Pam informed the group that she will be stepping down as Chair of the sub 
committee at the AGM and Bill Lindsay will be proposed as the new Chair. 

- There will then be a Vice Chair position available on the sub committee and a 
volunteer is required. 

 
ACTIONS: 

 Pam will confirm if the position of Chair and Vice Chair is a 1 or 2 year cycle. 
 

7 Any Other Business 
- The key areas for the DP work programme for 2013/14 are NPF3, SPP and 

Marine planning. 
- There was discussion on a rough draft HoPS Business plan which Pam has 

been asked to comment on. The production of an LDP toolkit was considered 
but it was agreed that all the information already exists on the Scottish 
Government website therefore there would be no point in duplicating work. 

- It was decided that the biggest issue for the DP sub committee is 
infrastructure and the associated development economics. 

 
 

Future meeting dates:  
25th September 2013 @ 2.00pm in Edinburgh. 

  3rd December 2013 @ 10.30am in Glasgow 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 


