
 
 

Minute of Meeting 
25th September 2013 

2pm 
Midlothian Suite, Lothian Chambers, George IV Bridge, Edinburgh 

 
1.  Welcome & apologies 
In attendance: Bill Lindsay, Nicola Malone, Stuart Mearns, Claire Milne, Rosie Leven, Gordon 
Cameron, John Esslemont, Andrew Maxwell, Gillian Dick, Iain Jack, Alison Kirkwood, Scott Dalgarno, 
Stuart West, Janice Long. 
 
Apologies were received from: David Hammond, Gale Beattie, John Inman, Pam Ewen, Alan 
Williamson, Fergus Murray. 
 
The minutes from the last meeting were agreed and actions points followed up.  Gale Beattie still 
needs to report back to the group on the progress of the pilot project on infrastructure in Aberdeen 
City. 
 
 
2. Scottish Government Update 
The SPP and NPF3 will be published together in Summer 2014, likely to go to committee in January 
2014.  
Circular 1/2009 will be refreshed in Autumn 2013. 
New SEA guidance published in 30 August 2013 replaces the SEA Toolkit. 
There will be new HRA guidance in latter 2013 aligning SEA/HRA. 
There is a draft circular on the relationship between marine and terrestrial planning – open for 
comments until 13 November 2013. 
SG responses to Planning Performance Framework 2 should be published by the end of 2013. 
The SDP review will commence in October 2013 till February 2014, the advert is now out and a 
suitable consultant will be appointed. 
Gateway review for LDP’s is to be established looking at the project management of development 
plans. 
There was no National Development Plan Forum this year but hoping to have on early 2014 – ideas 
for this should be sent to Rosie. 
ACTIONS 

 Nicola will circulate the Gateway Review document and interest is sought from authorities 
approaching MIR or Proposed Plan. 

 
 
3. Benchmarking in development planning 
This could be a focused piece of work and would be limited to the next 9-12 months split into a few 
different ‘groups’.  There are already 6 large rural authorities benchmarking through the IS and the 
data has recently been submitted. 
A template needs to be produced as a starting point identifying relevant criteria to ensure a uniform 
and balanced approach.  Janice commented that there was a previous attempt at development plan 
benchmarking so this approach could be used again. 
ACTIONS 

 Bill will produce a set of indicators and circulate in the next few weeks – a volunteer would 
be welcome from the sub committee to assist on this work stream. 

 
 



 
 
4. The impact of development planning on business 
This is an interesting area to explore as Development Plans are often criticised by business, although 
this project and the outcomes would be hard to define. 
Glasgow City Council have examples of working with business, most recently with Scottish Power to 
work jointly on forward planning to serve the public. 
The ‘call for sites’ process is also seen to be allowing business to have their say and submit their 
proposals for inward investment. 
It was agreed however, that it will be more effective to gather case studies of best practice on this 
topic rather that measuring the actual impact on development planning on businesses as this is too 
difficult to do. 
This could be a discussion for the National DP Forum with Scottish Government. 
 
 
5. Marine planning consultation 
Stuart West (Vice Chair) is leading in this work stream.  There are 6 strands to this consultation 
although it was suggested that HoPS response should focus on the draft marine plan and the 
circular. 
There are a number of questions that need to be raised between marine and terrestrial planning and 
the approach to these inconsistencies. 
ACTIONS 

 Stuart will circulate the draft response by end of October and will need comments back 
within one week. 

 
 
6. Strategic development planning review 
Pam has agreed to lead on this, we will get an update at the next meeting, subject to Scottish 
Government confirming the consultation arrangements by that time. 
 
 
7. Definition of effectiveness and the five year land supply 
This topic has been on the agenda for some time and it would be good to have a workshop on this to 
clarify the definition and overall purpose.  Policy 7 in SPP is very much like a DM policy.  SESplan and 
Edinburgh are particularly keen to move on this – there is a need for alternative definitions and 
measurements (England appear to have a better definition). 
Rosie agreed that Scottish Government could host a workshop and HoPS will lead on this issue. 
ACTIONS 

 Rosie will check with Helen on what progress has been made on this issue since the SPP 
consultation and take this forward. 

 
 
8. Any other business 
Uniform 
The use of the LDP section of Uniform was brought up and the difficulties that come with this – 
Highland Council have decided not to use it but have still been asked to pay maintenance charge.  
Highland are using ‘wufoo’ which is much more interactive and puts comments straight into a 
database.   
Edinburgh do not use it although are finding it very time consuming to process representations so 
are going to re-visit the usage of Uniform. 
Both Perth and Kinross and Stirling are using the system and have created a K-hub group to assist 
each other. 



 
 
Fife use Uniform for DM and enforcement but not development planning – they use Limehouse/ 
Objective instead. 
The issue of technology could then also be raised at the National DP Forum.  HoPS could also do a 
survey on the technology used which could feed into the forum. 
 
LEZ Summit 
Nicola will upload the summary document onto the K-hub. 
 
 
Next meeting: 3 December, Glasgow. 


