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DEVELOPMENT PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING 

Agenda 

14:00 – 16:00 

Tuesday 20th May 2014 

West Lothian Room, Lothian Chambers, Edinburgh 

 

 

Welcome and apologies 

Attending: 
Bill Lindsay (Chair), Stuart West (Vice Chair), Alan Williamson, Carrie Thomson, Claire Milne, Gillian 

Dick, Anne Geddes, John Inman, Mark Lodge and Trevor Moffat  

 

Apologies received by: 

Andrew Maxwell, David Hammond, Gale Beattie, David Jennings, John Esslemont, Laura Hoskins, 

Gordon Cameron, Stuart Mearns and Scott Dalgarno 

 

 

1. Issues arising from meeting held on 25th February 2014 
 
Minutes of the last meeting were discussed. There were no outstanding issues 
 

 
2. Scottish Government update 
 
Scottish Government update attached in appendix 1 
 
Comments:  
The extract from the SPP on Promoting Town Centres will be discussed as a separate item 
 

 Action: Members to circulate thoughts including possible case studies on Research on 
Infrastructure to CT 

 Action: Volunteer required to give feedback on the VOiCE report on NPF3 
 
 

 
3. Development Planning Benchmarking Update 
 
There have been 25 returns to the benchmarking survey including Glasgow and the Clyde Valley 
SDPA. It was recognised that it would be useful to have the input of more than one SDPA for 
comparative purposes. 
 
Financial and budget considerations were difficult to capture due to hidden costs and overheads. 
 
BL recommended that the survey should be carried out every couple of years. 
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4. RTPI Round Table on Strategic Planning 
 
BL on behalf of HoPS attended a series of RTPI events on transport, economic and infrastructure at 
the end of March. Points of interest from this were that <1% of planners are now involved in 
strategic planning and this role is increasingly not recognised.  The National Planning Framework and 
Strategic Development Planning need to work closer together to prevent the NPF becoming a 
bidding exercise for resources. 
 

 
5. The five year land supply survey update 
 
On 9th May the Housing Land Supply sub-group met with representatives from SG, Homes for 
Scotland and private practice housing suppliers to discuss the results of the housing land supply 
survey.  
 
A summary of results: 

- Responses from 23 local authorities and both national park authorities. 
- Snapshot at 2007 and 2012. 
- Established land supply has increased while effective supply has dropped. 
- No consistency in interpretation of effectiveness criteria. 
- 40% of responding authorities do not have a 5 year effective supply. 
- Marketability alone is excluding some sites from the effective supply yet there is no common 

interpretation of what this is which could be leading to inconsistency across Scotland.  
- Large gap between delivery of homes and requirement. Unlikely to resolve itself in some 

areas due to the extent of the gap. 
 
 

 
6. Membership 
 
The returns from interested parties fulfil sub-committee requirements. 
 

 Action: SM will confirm DPSC membership for 2014/15 at the HoPS AGM 
 

 
7. SPP – Promoting Town Centres 
An extract from the forthcoming SPP on Promoting Town Centres was circulated to the sub-
committee members. Councillor Hagen agreed with ministers that it could be shared with HoPS 
members. Malcolm MacLeod (HoPS Chair) requested feedback from the Development Planning and 
Performance and Practice sub-committees. 
 
The sub-committee discussed what feedback will be provided to the Scottish Government.  

 Action: Collated feedback from HoPS will be supplied to the Scottish Government via the 
HoPS Executive Committee 
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8. AOB 
Glasgow City Council is hosting a training session on Schedule 4 at the Lighthouse, Glasgow on the 

26th June. Other authorities are welcome to take part in the training.  

SM would like to thank BL on his term as chair of the sub-committee. 

BL would like to thank the Improvement Service for their assistance  
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SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT UPDATE - DEVELOPMENT PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE 
 
• National Development Plan Forum 

Took place on 24 March at The Lighthouse, Glasgow.  Approx. 70 attendees from planning 
authorities across Scotland and key agencies.  All presentations from the day are available 
online at the Planning and Architecture Blog: 
http://scotgovplanningarchitecture.com/ndpf2014/   

 
• Convenors Meeting 

SG meet annually with convenors from across Scotland.  This took place on Thursday 27 and 
Friday 28 March in Edinburgh.  Thursday afternoon focussed on development planning with 
sessions on: links to community planning; NPF and SPP update; ministerial priorities; and the 
role of the Reporter.  There were discussion groups focussing on: councillor ownership, 
corporate ownership and community ownership of plans. 

 
• Strategic Development Plan Review 

Kevin Murray presented the findings at the National Development Forum.  The report was 
published online 24 April 2014.  http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0044/00448818.pdf    
SG are meeting with the stakeholders identified within the findings to discuss the next steps 
with a view to announcing them alongside publication of NPF and SPP in June. 

 
• Possible Research on Delivery of Infrastructure 

PAD are currently considering further research on cross-boundary infrastructure delivery 
mechanisms to help inform SDPs and LDPs.  Likely to look for current examples that are in 
line with Circular 3/2012 Planning Obligations 

 
• Local Development Plan Gateway Review Pilot 

Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park Authority are participating in a pilot of a project 
management style ‘gateway review health check’.  The review will take place between 17 
and 19 June at the LLTNP Headquarters.  A review team of 4 has been agreed and the 
required outcomes have been discussed and established.  A list of key stakeholders to be 
interviewed is currently being formulated.  

 
• Development Plan Gateway 

We are in the process of setting up a gateway that will provide a single point of contact for 
all stakeholders on SG involvement in development plan matters.  It will be similar to the 
SEA gateway and handle all correspondence as plans are progressed as well as general 
enquiries on content and process.  We will use it to monitor plan progress and issues raised 
in enquiries to feed into improvement and good practice work.  We intend to retain the 
single SG response and would be keen to hear if we can make any changes that would help 
planning authorities.  We hope to have the gateway in place for the publication of NPF and 
SPP.   
In the meantime, whilst there is no longer a planner dedicated to each authority, all 
development plan matters should be sent to Carrie Thomson 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://scotgovplanningarchitecture.com/ndpf2014/
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0044/00448818.pdf
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PAD WIDER WORK 
 
• NPF3 and SPP 

These are on track to be published in June 2014 
 

A VOiCE analysis has been completed of the stakeholder engagement of NPF3.  PAD are 
looking for a HOPS representative to review the VOiCE analysis and feed into the 
independent assessment.   

 
• Greenhouse Gas Emission Policies / Section 3F 

The 4th Annual Report on the Operation of Section 72 of the Climate Change (Scotland) Act 
2009 was published on 1 April: http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0044/00447777.pdf   
PAD will be looking for assistance over the course of the year of how it is working and the 
benefits from it.  If the group could actively consider the policy and provide a collective 
contribution that would be helpful.   

 
• National SEA Forum 

Took place on 13 May in Edinburgh at Victoria Quay.  There were 50 attendees.  Follow up 
enquiries should go to: seagateway@scotland.gsi.gov.uk   

 
• Scottish Awards for Quality in Planning 

Applications have now closed for the 2014 awards, with 43 entries being received.  All 
applications are on-line.  The ceremony will be in November 2014. 

 
SG WIDER WORK 
 
• HNDA Refresh 

A Managers Guide and Practitioners Guide are to be published.  Housing colleagues have 
advised they are aiming to publish the refreshed guides as soon as possible – work is 
ensuring that the guides and the finalised SPP are aligned.   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/0044/00447777.pdf
mailto:seagateway@scotland.gsi.gov.uk

