
 
Development Management Sub-committee 

17th November 2016 

Victoria Quay, Edinburgh 

 

Attendance 

Beverly Smith Moray BS 
Nancy Jamieson Edinburgh NJ 
Alastair Hamilton Fife AH 
Iain Dryden Falkirk IDr 
Tina Miekle South Lanarkshire TM 
Les Stevenson North Lanarkshire LS 
Davis Ashman Inverclyde DA 
Graham Shankland East Renfrewshire GS 
Helen Atkinson East Dunbartonshire HA 
Duncan Robertson Midlothian DRo 
Ian Duguid Clackmannanshire IDu 
Kristian Smith Aberdeen KS 
Nick Brian Perth and Kinross NB 
David McDowall East Ayrshire DMcD 
Davis Suttie Dumfries and Galloway DS 
Ken Clark Glasgow KC 
Alan Gueldner Scottish Borders (Enforcement) AG 
Jim Birrell HOPS JB 
Cara Davidson Scottish Government CD 
Alan Cameron Scottish Government AC 
Suzanne Stephen Scottish Government SS 
David Reekie Scottish Government DRe 
Lorna Aird Scottish Government LA 
Simon Bonsall Scottish Government SB 
Campbell Gerrard Scottish Government CG 
Helen Wood  Scottish Government HW 
Irene Beautyman Improvement Service IB 
Trevor Moffat  Improvement Service TM 

 

Teleconference 

Darren Ross Aberdeenshire DR 
Morag Ferguson Western Islands MF 

 

Apologies 

Jim Miller North Ayrshire JM 

Bob Cook Loch Lomond BC 

Fiona Mullen Orkney FM 
David Bryce Renfrewshire DB 
Michael McLelland South Ayrshire MMcC 
Keith Dingwall East Lothian KD 
David Gray Dundee DG 

 

  



 
 

1. Minutes of last meeting 

 

Due to an administration error, the previous minutes were not circulated. These will be made 

available on Knowledge Hub in due course 

 

 

2. Scottish Government Update 

 

A copy of the Scottish Government Update can be found on the Knowledge Hub. 

 

a. Extractive Waste Information Request 

Authorities will recall the Chief Planner letter of 19/8/16 requesting the provision of information on 

implementation of the Extractive Waste Directive 2006/21/EC.  The initial set of data provided by 

responding authorities has been provided to the European Commission, who have now asked for the 

outstanding data as soon as possible.  We are contacting authorities where there is data still to be 

provided.  As the terms of the initial request have not changed for the data required, authorities 

should work now to pull this information together and submit it to the Scottish Government Chief 

Planner mailbox: Chief.Planner@gov.scot    

 

SG Contact: simon.bonsall@gov.scot  

 

The remaining authorities were contacted on 11/11/16. Nil returns are also wanted if this is the case 

for certain authorities. 

 

Action: All planning authorities are requested to submit a return 

 

 

b. Micro-renewables in Conservation areas 

The Improvement Service has sent an information request via HOPS development management sub-

committee to Planning Authorities seeking feedback on their experience of dealing with applications 

for micro renewables within conservation areas.  Information will be used to help understand 

whether and to what degree conservation areas might be acting as a barrier to the development of 

micro renewables.   

 

SG Contact: Campbell.gerrard@scotland.gov  

 

Some authorities commented that it is unlikely that they will have many discreet applications and 

these will form part of a larger application therefore data extraction could be difficult. An 

approximate guide if exact data cannot be extracted would be useful. The general consensus is that 

the majority of applications would not have been refused. 

 

The timescale for information to submit is the 1 year worth of applications but if the planning 

authority does not deal with many 2-3 years’ worth of information would be useful. 

 

https://khub.net/documents/6748850/29186879/Development+Management+Sub+Committee+-+SG+update+-+Nov+2016.docx/5e7748e2-040a-430c-98bc-ece0c99e2419
mailto:Chief.Planner@gov.scot
mailto:simon.bonsall@gov.scot
mailto:Campbell.gerrard@scotland.gov


 
Action: Comments and data submissions are being collected until 13/1/17 

 

c. Planning for telecommunications infrastructure 

The consultation on the relaxation of planning controls for digital communications infrastructure has 

now closed, and the analysis of responses underway.  38 responses were received including 10 local 

authorities, 8 heritage organisation and 6 from the development industry. There was a range of 

opinions with general support for the expansion of PD but with questions raised the general 

consensus was that regarding the operation in practice of prior approval was not wanted. 

 

A very informative workshop, chaired by Scottish Futures Trust, took place on 26th October to inform 

the development of new Planning for Telecommunications guidance to replace PAN:62.  We are 

grateful to Falkirk, Glasgow and Fife authorities for their participation. The document is being 

redrafted and an update will be circulated in due course. 

 

 

SG Contact: Alan.Cameron@gov.scot  

     

38 responses were received including 10 local authorities, 8 heritage organisation and 6 from the 

development industry. There was a range of opinions but the general consensus was that prior 

approval was not wanted. 

 

The document is being redrafted and an update will be circulated in due course. 

 

d. Scottish Government Planning Review Update 

Working groups on the 6 keys themes of the planning review met on the 12th and 13th of September. 

120 stakeholders were involved including representation from HOPS on each of the groups. 

 

Grants have been provided to HOPS and the RTPI to co-ordinate issues, including on the expansion 

of PD rights. 

 

Additional research is being carried out on the following streams: 

• Permitted DevelopmentPlanning Permission in Principle for Allocated Sites 

• Infrastructure  

• Enforcement 

• 3d Visualisation  

• Engagement 

 

The consultation paper is due to be released at the turn of the year.  The paper will be formed 

showing the possible options for change. There will be opportunity to contribute during a 3-

month12 week  period. An online forum is also going to be set up to assist with this. 

 

Leadership Resourcing and Skills 

Key outcomes would be to strengthen links to community planning (and other local authority 

departments) and to have planning better recognised on the corporate agenda. This is further 

supported by the recent RTPI research paper, which can be found here. 

mailto:Alan.Cameron@gov.scot
http://www.rtpi.org.uk/media/2036463/Repositioning%20Planning%20-%20Building%20a%20Successful%20and%20Sustainable%20Scotland.pdf


 
 

The HOPS Performance and Practice sub-committee are looking further at the PPF process to help 

support improvement. Suggestions given so far have been to add a 360 review element and 

removing the penalty clause.  

 

The RTPI have been tasked with providing an update on skills by march 2017. 

 

Fees will be consulted on further in due course. There is scope for an initial increase then a period of 

research on resources with another increase possible.to the fee maxima following which 

consideration will be given to the need for further changes to resourcing the planning system.  

 

 

Development Management Efficiency  

CD is the co-ordinator for this team. 

 

The sub-committee wished for legacy cases to be considered further. They see there being benefit in 

being able to withdraw cases when appropriate especially in cases where the developer has not 

provided enough information. 

 

Streamlining of the section 75 process is required. The Scottish Government want to work withare 

inviting expressions of interest from  2-3 authorities wishing  to test this in a live environment. This 

The project will be run facilitated by an improvement specialist at the Scottish Government and is 

expected to run for 12-18 months. 

 

Action: CD to write to all local authorities to request volunteers. 

 

Rydens have recently carried out research on Planning Permission in Principle (PPiP), through online 

e consultation and a series of interviews. The report is due to be released in by the end of 

December.  

 

Land Use consultants have carried out an online survey looking at enforcement (specifically 

recommendation 30). AG was asked to be part of a steering group. Initial findings show that informal 

discussions may take up to 90% of enforcement officers time. Recovery of costs for direct action and 

increased charging for retrospective applications were also highlighted. 

 

The Energy team at the Scottish Government are considering section 36 and 37 applications 

separately. 

 

 

3. HOPS Planning Review Progress 

 

JB has been hired by HOPS until March 2017. 

 

A Vision Statement from HOPS has been produced and can be found here, many of the issues raised 

relate to those of the last planning review 10 years ago. This is a high level document focussing on 

https://hopscotland.files.wordpress.com/2013/03/hops-vision-statement-for-the-planning-review-december-2016.pdf%5d


 
HOPS’ 3 main themes, after the release of the consultation paper HOPS will be providing further 

more detailed feedback:  

 Repositioning 

o To position planning back on the corporate agenda of authorities which would 

include having the Local Development Plan being signed off by the Chief Executive  

 Streamlining 

o Simplification of the planning process to become more efficient and accessible 

 Resourcing  

o Including cost recovery for development management 

o Legitimate discretionary fees 

o Looking at commercial methods used for delivery in England and Wales 

 

 

 

4. Validation Standards 

 

Jim Birrell is editing the final draft of the document. He is hoping to run the document past the RTPI, 

RICS, RIBA and others for approval before final sign off at the end of December. 

 

Action: Any final comments should be sent to JB as soon as possible. jimbirrell@icloud.com  

 

JB noted that once this document is complete it would be useful to have a link on the Scottish 

Government ePlanning page as well as having local version on each authority website. 

 

 

5. Permitted Development  Rights  

JOB is currently writing the paper to be submitted by the end of December. Additional comments 

from sub-committee members are still welcome. 

Action: Comments to be sent to JB jimbirrell@icloud.com 

Addition items which were also to be considered in this paper are: 

• New Use Classes, especially with connection to issues such as AirBnB 

• Giving enforcement officers similar powers to their colleagues in roads 

• PD for bike sheds 

• PD for allotment plots for community growing 

• Advert regulations 

• Simplification of PD for flats 

• How to address defibrillation cabinets on buildings, especially in relation to listed buildings 

It was noted that 3rd party rights of appeal may still be considered by ministers. 

 

6. Enforcement Officers 

mailto:jimbirrell@icloud.com
mailto:jimbirrell@icloud.com


 
Chapters for the manual are being written by various local authorities.  

Considering recommendation 18 in the Planning Review, they are looking at the building standards 

charging model. 

They are looking to work with the crown office and judiciary to improve knowledge for prosecution. 

  



 
 

7. Scottish Water 

Steven Smith attended the meeting on behalf of Scottish Water to update on their reorganisation. 

Two directorates have now been merged into a larger one covering customer service based in 

Stepps.  The three main area of work and leads in this directorate will be: 

Chief Operator – Peter Farrah 

Development Operations – Craig Law  

Strategic Development Management – Mark Hunter 

 

17 new staff have been recruited into a Network Modelling team. This will cover waste and water 

impact assessments for entire catchment areas. There is a 5 year plan to update  the system. 

40 people are working on a backlog of vesting and adoption issues covering 10,000+ assets. 

Addressing this is a priority and has been picked up by the CEO.  There is now an “off the shelf” 

vesting option for pumping stations which is hoped will help alleviate this problem.  

Standards of SUDS ponds was also asked.  SS commented these should be built to the standard at 

the time of adoption.  

BS noted that planning applications are not the only issue but pre-application consultation is often 

missing from Scottish Water and this is a problem especially for major application sites.  

Contact names, email addresses and phone numbers for staff dealing in local areas were requested 

by HOPS. Planning authorities often have to use the public contact number.   

 

8. DPEA Stakeholders Meeting 

 

Next due to meet on 19/12/16. Paul Cackett has taken over from Lindsay Nicoll as the Chief Reporter 

and this will be his first meeting since joining the DPEA. 

 

9.  AOB 

 

a. A request about an SPSO decision at South Lanarkshire has been put onto the Knowledge 

Hub 

 

b. Requirements of letters of objection and how to deal with this information when it is due to 

be redacted was enquired about. This is dealt with in several different ways; Fife publishes 

all objections and once the decision is made remove all support leaving only the approved 

plan and decision notice. Dumfries and Galloway put all information except personal 

information on. Inverclyde show no information and will answer an FOI only once the 

decision is made. 

 



 
c. Information on placing conditions on times for building operations. A recent appeal decision 

by reporters requested that such a condition was added.  This is difficult and time 

consuming for officers to monitor. It was noted that noise is generally an issue for 

Environmental Health staff 

 

Action: ID to raise at the DPEA Stakeholders Forum 

 

d. Responses from airports on bird hazard management plans have been difficult for the City of 

Edinburgh. Other authorities are not experiencing the same difficulty contacting other 

airports. 

 

e. Falkirk received some legal training sessions from Brodies. It was noted that equality impact 

assessments should be included on all cases. Most authorities consult equal opportunities 

staff if required but this is seen as a standard part of the case officers’ decision in most 

cases. 


