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DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT SUB-COMMITTEE MEETING 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
13:30, Friday 16th May 2014 

Fife House, North Street, Glenrothes, Fife, KY7 5LT 

 

1  Welcome 
In attendance:  
Chris Norman (Chair),  Nancy Jamieson (Vice Chair), Patricia Hennessey, Lesley Campbell, Mairi 
Stewart, Alan Cameron, Peter Arnsdorf, Iain McFarlane, Graeme Lee, Graham Shankland, Bob Cook, 
Ross McLaughlin, Daniel Lewis, David Suttie, Keith Bathgate, Bob Steedman, Brian Stanford, Charlie 
Walker, Ian Dryden, Alastair Hamilton and Trevor Moffat 
 
Via Teleconference: 
Alastair Banks, Hannah Morrison, Nicola Drummond and Beverley Smith 
 
Apologies were received from:  
Catherine Parish, Jane Shepard, Nicholas McLaren, Cara Davidson, Michael McLelland, Forbes 
Barron, Ed Taylor, Mark Russell, David Bryce, Ian Duguid, Jim Miller, Don McKee, Karen McChesney, 
Keith Bray, Les Stevenson, Jay Dawson and Simon Harrison 
 

 
2 Scottish Information Commissioner (“SIC”) 
Sarah Hutchinson and Rosemary Agnew were welcomed to the subcommittee to discuss questions 

about dealing with large volumes of planning requests under FoI and EIR.  Terms and definitions 

used in legislation were also discussed. 

SIC can provide assistance to the group and can act as a critical friend if required. 

SIC stressed the need of an actively updated publication scheme. They are able to provide a model 

publication scheme. While this does not tell the local authority what must be published it provides a 

level of guidance. There is benefit in monitoring information requests, SIC provided a case study of 

their own work.  

Advice was also provided on charging, commercial reselling of information, destruction of 

documents and historic information availability. 

 Action: SIC would see benefit in a short term working group to be established with 

authorities of various types/size to liaise with SIC to be formed. Further information on 

the nature of the group will be sought and its composition discussed at the next 

subcommittee meeting when volunteers will be sought . 

 

 
3 Minutes of last meeting and action points 
The minutes from the last meeting were agreed and the action points followed up on: 

- Section 36 will be a matter for the newly formed HoPS Energy and resources sub committee 
- NJ to update the group on non-statutory charging 
- AB (Orkney) is representing the DM subcommittee on the Historic Environment Scotland 

working group 
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- Not as many applications for  High Hedges were received as expected 
 

 
4 Scottish Government Update 
Publication of SPP and NPF3 is on track for June 

The High Level Group met on 15/5/14. Fee increases were discussed and the Minister will be 

following up on this. 

PPF3 is to be submitted by 30th September 2014.  

PD rights; the further revisions to the GPDO have come into force  

Town Centre Action Plan has received interest from Renfrewshire, West Dunbartonshire, Moray, 

Perth & Kinross Councils so far. 

 Action: Interested authorities to contact Kristen Anderson (SG) 

Betting and Payday Loan Shops – The Minister is keen to look at current constitution can do and will 

hook into SPP in a policy basis. 

Bernard Whittle (Falkirk) is on secondment until May 2015 for Seveso 3 Directive, major hazards and 

planning. Consultation is currently being undertaken. 

A discussion was held on neighbour notification for wind turbines and concern was expressed about 

a voluntary ‘code of practice’ 

 

 
5 Sub groups for Onshore Wind and Renewables 
The HoPS executive committee have proposed a separate sub-group to discuss issues on: onshore 

wind, renewables, open cast coal and landfill. Interest has been shown from West Lothian, Dumfries 

& Galloway and Aberdeenshire so far. 

 Action: Onshore wind will be a standing item on the DM committee until the sub-

group is formed 

 

 
6 Section 36 – Suggested Model conditions 
Comments on the suggested model conditions are welcomed.   

ID stated that local authorities do not have relevant expertise on the subject and a SG group for 

advice on bonds would be beneficial 

 Action: Bonds and future removals are to be a subject for the Onshore Wind and 

Renewables sub-group 

 

 
7 Stop the Clock 
CN met with Dorothy Watson (SG) to discuss Stop the Clock. All members present are familiar with 

the issue and agreed that SG guidance needs firmer wording on when it is to be used.  The Stop the 



 

3 
 

Clock method used by Building Standards was discussed; this only records time which the authority 

is active. 

 

 
8 Validation Standards Document 
Findings had shown that authorities receiving higher quality initial applications were proving to be 

the most cost efficient. RMcL discussed the feedback from the recent Argyll and Bute draft of a 

validation standards document. 15 local authorities and SG provided comments. Additional 

comments will be requested. 

Once comments are reviewed the possibility of running a pilot of the document was suggested in 

autumn 2014. 

 

 
9 Schemes of Delegation and Local Reviews 
Paragraph 25 of Circular 5 was discussed.  This contradicts the legislation. The sub-committee agreed 

that material considerations cannot be ignored. 

 Action: A letter from HoPS DM to AC is to be drafted 

 

 
10 Betting and Payday Loan Shops 
AH represented the HoPS DM subcommittee at the Payday Loan and Betting Shops Summit ran by 
SG.   
 
AC stated that the Minister was very clear that the planning system has a part to play on this matter. 
 

 
11 Section 42 and Approval Matters Subject to Conditions 

SG will organise event to try and agree on the problem areas caused by S42. This may result in a 

letter from the Chief Planner. 

 Action: HoPS DM sub-committee to send comments to AC when requested 

 

12 Construction Environment Management Plans 
CN has circulated an email from Jim Mackay (SEPA) to the DM committee to assist in the production 

of a best practice note and an example of a construction environment management plan.  The first 

meeting will be scheduled in June. 

 Action: Nicola Drummond agreed to volunteer 
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13 Councillor Code of Conduct  

A recent information request was sent to the DM sub-committee on behalf of Moray on Para 7.15 of 
the Councillor’s Code of Conduct which states: 
 

“If as part of the decision making process you wish to make representations on behalf of 
constituents or other parties you may do so providing :- 
(i) You do so in terms of procedures agreed by the Council which afford equal 
opportunity to any parties wishing to make representations to do so,  
(ii) You declare your interest in the matter; and 
(iii) After making those representations you then retire from the meeting room “ 

 

 Action: Further responses to this matter should be sent to TM and BS 
 

14 AOB 

 

Guidance on the Role of Councillors in Pre- Application Procedures document was discussed.  Most 

authorities stated they were not ready to implement. East Dunbartonshire will shortly be 

implementing and City of Edinburgh has something similar in place already which is working well. 

 

ID will be representing the HoPS at the DPEA Stakeholder meeting on Wednesday 21st May.  

 Action: Comments should be sent to ID 

 

Historic Housing Association Scotland will be invited to the next DM sub-committee meeting 

 


