
 
 

Minutes of AGM 
Thursday 6th June 2013  

5.30pm 
The Corinthian, 191 Ingram Street, Glasgow  

 
In attendance: 
Fraser Williamson, Brian Frater, Jim Miller, Robert Gray, Pam Ewen, Malcolm MacLeod, Scott 
Dalgarno, Dafydd Jones, Michael McGlynn, Laura Hoskins, Murray Ferguson, Karen Major, Iain 
MacFarlane, Beverly Smith, Chris Norman, Fraser Carlin, Iain McDiarmid, Emma Hay, Nicola Malone, 
Malcolm Fraser, John Bury, David Leslie, Angus Gilmour, Craig McLaren, Alan Williamson, David 
Littlejohn, Roddy Mackay, Ian Dryden, Gregor Hamilton, Gale Beattie, Jim Birrell, Forbes Barron, 
Steve Rogers, Shirley Linton, Gillian Dick, Nick McLaren. 
 
 
1 Welcome and apologies 
 Apologies were received from: Don McKee, Cathy Johnston, Gillian McCarney 
 
 Minutes of last meeting 
 Members approved the minutes of the last AGM held on Thursday 14th June 2012 
 
2 Report from sub committees 
 Development management sub committee – Chris Norman 

The Chair presented his paper on the work this sub committee has undertaken in the past 
year.  Renewable energy and open cast coal mining have been subjects that have taken a 
particularly high profile in the last 12 months and will continue to do so. 
 
Development planning sub committee – Pam Ewen 
The Chair presented her paper and stated that there had been a lot of new members and 
energy in the past year within this sub committee.  This year has been busy for this sub 
committee with a report with the Key Agency Group on Collaborative Working in 
Development Planning, as well as co-ordinating the HoPS consultation responses for the 
NPF3 MIR and draft SPP. 
 
Performance and practice sub committee – Jim Birrell 
The Chair presented his paper and emphasised that the main customer of this sub 
committee is the Scottish Government.  This year will see further work on PPF and 
benchmarking. 

 
3 Treasurer’s report 
 Members approved the audited accounts. 
 
4 Membership 

There has been 100% buy in from all planning authorities to the new membership approach. 
 
Following agreement of those continuing to serve on the Executive and those nominated 
and approved, the Executive Committee for 2013/14 will comprise of the following: 
Fraser Carlin (ex- officio) 
Malcolm MacLeod 
Jim Birrell 
Bill Lindsay 



 
Chris Norman 
Shirley Linton 
Brian Frater 
Jim Miller 
Steve Rogers 
Angus Gilmour 
Maggie Bochel 
Robert Gray 
David Leslie 
Don McKee 
David Littlejohn 
Michael McGlynn 
Pam Ewen 
Iain McDiarmid 
Craig McLaren 
Laura Hoskins 
Emma Hay 
 
Pam Ewen has stepped down as Chair of the Development planning sub committee and Bill 
Lindsay will now be Chair.  Stuart West (Orkney) will now be vice chair. 

 
5 Election of Chairperson and Vice-chairperson 

Members agreed that Malcolm MacLeod will now take up the position of Chair, and David 
Littlejohn will be Vice Chair. 

 
6 Response to draft SPP 

It was agreed that the paper created by the SPP Working Group within the Development 
planning sub committee would be submitted as a consultation response on behalf of HoPS. 

 
7 Response to NPF3 MIR 

It was agreed that the paper created by the NPF3 Working Group within the Development 
planning sub committee would be submitted as a consultation response on behalf of HoPS. 

 
8 HoPS and Key Agencies reports on Collaborative Working in Development Planning 

The final report was welcomed and will be distributed to each planning authority as well as 
being uploaded to both the HoPS website and the Knowledge Hub. 

 
9 AOB 

The Planning Minister is currently taking part in roadshows around the country and these 
have been very positive and constructive.  Heads of Planning are encouraged to ensure as 
many of their planners attend these as possible. 
 
Retiring Chairperson’s remarks 
Fraser Carlin thanked everyone for their support during his year as Chair of HoPS.  He has 
had a busy and enjoyable year and is glad to see a modernisation of HoPS.  The retirement of 
Alistair MacDonald will be a great loss to HoPS and Scottish planning.  RTPI, COSLA and 
Improvement Service were thanked for their help in promoting HoPS and doing alot of work 
behind the scenes.  Fraser also thanks the Chairs of each sub committee for their continued 
dedication and determination.  Fraser wished Malcolm the best of luck with his year as 
Chair. 
 



 
New Chairperson’s closing remarks 
Malcolm MacLeod thanked the past chair and new vice chair.  He intends for HoPS to focus 
on performance, sharing good practice, cost of the planning service and leadership in the 
coming year. 

 
 


