
BERTHA PARK : growing a community



LOCATION
Bertha Park comprises 333ha of agricultural
land.

Situated to the north of Perth. It is bounded to
the East by the A9, Perth to Dunkeld rail-line
and the Tay and by the River Almond valley and
escarpment, to the South.  

The majority of the developable land is enclosed
to the north by rising topography and mature
woodland.

Well connected via core paths and National
Cycle Network 

Bertha Park
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Cultivation and Woodland
Perth has a rich heritage of fruit growing,
allotments and woodland. Allotments and orchards
were established for food production as meant-
time development on infill plots of land in the
C18th and C19th. 

At a larger scale, a timber shortage in 1714 lead to
the planting of 14,000 firs at Burghmuir.  

Two Parallel Streets
Perth developed with two parallel streets. High
Street and South Street running east-west from the
Tay to the town’s lade.

Water and Bridges
The lade was used at different periods to power
industry as well as being a source of water for
washing. 

PERTH : MORPHOLOGY + HISTORY

Bertha Park:
• Two parallel streets
• Water and bridges
• Community growing
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LEGIBILITY + BUILT FORM
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DENSITY
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GREEN STREET 
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STREETSCAPE
Typical sections through urban streets
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Allotments

Ribbon of steeply sloped, south facing land
resulting from the requirement for an offset to
protect the root zone of existing ancient
woodland is ideal for growing.
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MASTERPLAN
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The Masterplan has developed with three core themes:  NATURE,  STRUCTURE  and  CULTURE

CULTURE

• To engage with people to help shape a new
community.

• To establish a diverse mixed use high street
and urban core.

• To create a place that will attract business
and investment.

• To maximise opportunities for working from
home, setting up small businesses, easy
access to leisure and sport.

• To create a sociable and lively environment
supporting healthy living.

• To preserve heritage features for the new
community.

• To connect with neighbouring communities.

STRUCTURE

• To respond to topography and context.

• To establish a strong urban grain, inspired by
traditional Perthshire villages, based upon
climatic response, best practice urban design
and placemaking. 

• To ensure that the CTLR is not a barrier to
movement.

• To establish a clearly intelligible, navigable
and walkable hierarchy of streets and
spaces.

• To ensure a clear distinction between public
and private space.

• To develop an architecture derived from
indigenous forms and a simple palette of
materials that unifies the streetscape,
landscape and architecture.

•   To provide a varied range of house types,
tenures and densities designed to suit a
diverse community. 

NATURE

• To enhance the character of the site through
integration and management of the existing
woodland.

• To integrate Bertha Loch and the existing
watercourses within the settlement.

• To create strong binding landscape elements
including new woodland, parks and wildlife
corridors.

• To incorporate edible landscape through the
planting of orchards, hedgerows and
allotments.

• To incorporate sustainable drainage within
the streetscape.

• To integrate proposals for ecological waste
water treatment.

MASTERPLAN AIMS
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